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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
May Samali Award
This week we had seven of our Year 11/12 students submit their responses for the May Samali Award. The
May Samali Award celebrates the achievements of distinguished Year 11/12 students by providing them with
the opportunity to reflect on their positive experiences at CTHS, in addition to the broader public education
system. Applicants are required to respond to the question, “What does Cherrybrook Technology High School
and public education mean to you?” This response can take many forms including written, visual or multimedia. This year the responses were varied and all of an exceptionally high standard. The winner will be
announced at our annual Presentation Night Ceremony on Tuesday 5 December. Given their wonderful work,
we have included pictures of all the finalists’ responses in this edition of Network. Congratulations to Courtney
Cockerton, Raghav Janardhan, Hemanshi Kumar, Kaustubh Patel, Senuwani Perera, Michelle Sena and Alicia
Spencer.
White Ribbon Day
On Monday, we had a visit from a number of our local police officers who spoke to Year 10 students about White Ribbon Day, a
campaign to raise awareness of, primarily, men’s violence against women. Their preventative talk resonated well with students in
what is an important initiative, not only for young adults, but also for the wider community. A student report is included in this edition
of Network.
New HSC Minimum Standards Online Tests
This week we have been trialling the new online tests for the HSC Minimum Standard of Literacy and Numeracy. This has provide d
an opportunity for the small proportion of our Year 9 students who did not reach the minimum Band 8 benchmark in this year ’s
NAPLAN exam to experience, understand and hopefully reduce anxiety around the nature of next year’s online exams.
Final P&C Meeting 2017
A reminder to all parents our final P&C meeting for 2017 will take place on Tuesday 21 November in the school common room
commencing at 8.00pm.

The first part of the meeting will be an opportunity for parents to provide opinions about the school ’s strengths and weaknesses
which, in turn, will assist the school Executive as we move toward our next three -year strategic plan. If you would like to express a
view, which will assist in establishing the school’s direction for the future, please come along.
As this is the final meeting for the year apart from the other usual agenda items, there will be some social Christmas activi ties.
All parents are encouraged to attend and enjoy the evening.
Congratulations to Mr Woo
Congratulations to our Head Teacher Mathematics, Mr Woo, who has won the 2018 NSW Local Hero Award for his dedication to
teaching Mathematics in accessible and engaging ways. The Local Hero Award was introduced into the Australian of the Year
Awards in 2003. It acknowledges extraordinary contributions made by Australians in their local community. The NSW recipients of
the 2018 Australian of the Year Awards join 32 state and territory winners from across the country at a ceremony in Canberra on
Australia Day. The Sydney Morning Herald wrote a wonderful piece in Wednesday’s Editorial on Mr Woo and his achievements and
the status of teachers in general. It is well worth a read.
The link to the article is http://www.smh.com.au/comment/smh-editorial/teaching-needs-a-lift-in-status-20171114-gzl53p.
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MADD Concert
On Wednesday evening the excellent showcase of Creative and Performing Arts drew a large audience to watch the annual Music,
Art, Dance and Drama (MADD) extravaganza.
A big thank you to the whole CAPA faculty and the Ensemble Directors for their many hours of hard work in preparing, practisi ng and
organising the students throughout the year. The quality of our MADD Concerts continues to impress us. It is a great event fo r
showcasing the wonderful talent of our students at CTHS. A more detailed report from the CAPA KLA is included in this edition of
Network.
CTHS Big Band
The CTHS Big Band have had a busy schedule of late. Besides their fantastic performance bringing the MADD Concert to its
conclusion on Wednesday evening, they have been busy attending workshops with the Concert Bands at both Cherrybrook Public
and Oakhill Drive Public Schools. Last Saturday, the Big Band performed at the annual Oakhill Drive Public School ’s Family Fun
Day, along with our Concert Bands, Guitar and Percussion Ensemble groups. Prior to this they played at the Inala Fair, as wel l as a
two-hour private function, which was an auction prize from the Cherrybrook Ball held earlier this year. That is commitment to th e
cause at its extreme and speaks volumes for the esteem in which the CTHS Big Band is held by our local community. A big thank
you to Mr Felton for all his efforts and congratulations to the members of the Big Band, who continually achieve above and be yond
expectations on many fronts.
Year 7 Literary Festival
Monday was a busy day for Year 7 students, who participated in a Literary Festival featuring a range of activities aimed at i nspiring
the writing skills of our young Authors. The invited Authors and Guest Speakers showcased a range of genres and styles throug hout
the day and students workshopped their writing skills in groups. From all reports the day was a resounding success, with stud ents
actively engaged throughout. A big thank you to Mrs Sorensen and Ms Halder for their tireless organisation of the day.
Swimming Carnival
A reminder the 2018 Swimming Carnival will be held on Wednesday 22 November.
The carnival will take place at the indoor centre at Olympic Park. The demolition of Parramatta Pool has led to the change in venue.
All students should have received a note detailing requirements for the carnival, which is a very important day on the school
calendar.
All students and parents are reminded this is a normal school day and the carnival is part of the NSW school curriculum. Attendance
at the carnival is compulsory!
Year 7 Gala Day
Year 7 students enjoyed the opportunity to run around and compete in a range of sports and activities during their Gala Day o n
Thursday. The Year 9 volunteer coaches did a fine job as they motivated and inspired students to compete with utmost
sportsmanship. A big thank you to the PE staff for their organisation of the event.

Student Attendance and End-of-Year Arrangements
A reminder to parents all students are to continue attending school until Friday 15 December. Parents are also reminded schoo l will
conclude at the end of period 4 on this day. Following period 4, students will attend a very brief assembly from which they w ill be
dismissed for the summer holidays at approximately 12.30pm.
Any parent who needs their child supervised until 3.00pm on Friday 15 December should contact the school in writing so
this may be arranged.
Congratulations to Erik Willison
Erik has been successful in securing a placement in an upcoming event, the National Youth Science Forum, a twelve -day residential
programme held in January at the University of Queensland and Australian National University Canberra. Erik received a
sponsorship grant from the Government’s Department of Industry, Innovation and Science under the ‘Inspiring Australia - Science
Engagement Programme’. The West Pennant Hills/Cherrybrook Rotary Club were also very generous in providing additional
financial support for Erik and endorsing his application for which he is incredibly grateful. We wish him luck and look forwa rd to the
stories he will return with in 2018.
Mr Clements

9484 2144

http://cths.nsw.edu.au

cths@cths.nsw.edu.au

MADD Concert

9484 2144

http://cths.nsw.edu.au

cths@cths.nsw.edu.au

Building Project Update
The new building (J Block) is quickly moving towards becoming water tight ready for the internal fixtures to be installed. Th e external
brick work (Luscious Red and Metallix Bronze) is nearing completion on the first floor and we should see the completion of th e
colorbond roof sheeting on the eastern wing by the end of Week 7.
To coincide with the CTHS 25 th Anniversary, the Student Executive Team will be burying a 25 year time capsule into the new
landscaping, which will be opened in 2042. On Tuesday, Mr Johnson, Mr Townsend and Mr Fisher (Project Managers) took our
School Captains, Courtney Cockerton and Dylan Vellani, on a tour of the building site. A photo of the group on the incomplete
building site was taken and will be included in the Time Capsule.
Over the next three weeks we will see a large amount of work being carried out around the rest of the school in preparation f or the
new building to be occupied in early 2018. These works include the relocation of the Senior Study to E2.15 and the removal of the
IT, English and LOTE staffrooms. From the start of Week 8, students wishing to see teachers from the above KLAs will need to go to
the Library where the temporary staffrooms will be located. There will be some disruption to traffic on Purchase Road during Week 8
whilst the three demountable staffrooms are removed from our site. We apologise in advance for any inconvenience caused.
Mr Fisher

Construction Pathways Excursion
Earlier this week, a group of students visited a construction site in Epping to see first-hand what career opportunities exist on largescale projects run by Ganellen Construction Pty Ltd. We heard from a structural engineer about the planning involved in desig ning
and construction 550 apartments which will reach completion in July next year. The group was able to see all career options a s we
toured the buildings and heard about pathways from apprenticeships to construction management roles.
This was the final part of a program run this year for students interested in construction careers and we would like to thank Jim
Matterson, a retired construction manager for offering this invaluable opportunity and many words of wisdom to our students.
Mrs Bower
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Retirement Village Rockers
After your yearly exams, what would be the best way to spend your time? Hanging out with friends? Or perhaps playing music an d
helping out in the community? On Thursday 9 November 2017, the Junior Concert Band (CB2) decided on the latter when they
visited Woodlands Retirement Village (Cherrybrook) and the Anglican Retirement Village (ARV) in Castle Hill. The day started off
with a wide array of Pop and Television classics which had all of the residents at Woodlands Retirement Village tapping and
clapping. The exciting repertoire brightened the residents’ day with a smile seen on everyone’s face as CB2 left.

After a rewarding morning at Woodlands, CB2 students enjoyed lunch at Castle Towers before heading off to Castle Hill ARV. Th e
residents at the ARV in Castle Hill thoroughly enjoyed iconic tunes from classic movies and famous songs from their youth,
especially the works of Louis Armstrong. With the residents at ARV completely satisfied and entertained, the Concert Band ’s job for
the day was done! Although visiting the elderly was a rewarding experience, the undisputed highlight of the day was simply sp ending
time with friends eating, shopping and just relaxing.
Mrs Lee, Music Ensembles Supervisor

Semester 2 Hospitality Work Placement 2
I would like to start with an acknowledgement of the great work done by Mrs Goykovic with the Year 11 Hospitality class, who
students sadly farewelled at the end of Term 3. Mrs Goykovic’s students were then allocated to me, Mrs Robinson.
As is always the case work placement week rolls around very quickly, this term in Week 5 and with it the reality that student s had to
go to work. Yes, they have to complete a week’s worth of work placement! This sometimes involves beginning work at 4am as was
the case for Chali Tillakaratne when he did the morning shift at Pastry Perfection.
Or it can mean working through until 9pm after a full day at school, which was Emma Searle ’s experience at La Carretta. Other
examples can be when the work placement venue hosts a Melbourne Cup Day Event to a packed house as was Jemma Harris ’
experience at Hotel Pennant Hills and Hannah Giovinazzo plating up 200 servings of dessert at Eden Gardens!
I would like to thank all parents for helping their children participate in this invaluable life experience and also thank th e work
placement venue providers. Congratulations must also go to the students who finely represented themselves, their families and most
especially the school.

Mrs Robinson, HT TAS
White Ribbon Day Assembly
On Monday 13 November, Year 10 was invited to a White Ribbon Day Assembly, where three police officers, who work in domestic
violence, educated us about the issue. Domestic Violence (DV) is unfortunately very common in Australia, with approximately o ne in
six women experiencing partner abuse in their lifetime. The officers taught us about numerous DV offenses, charges and how to
deal with a DV situation at home. We also watched a video on the disheartening experience of a DV victim, Angela Barker, whic h
shed light on the severe consequences of DV regarding both the victim and the perpetrator. The main message from the assembly
was to put individual safety first and not withstand abuse of any kind, making sure to contact 000 if need be.

Keshmira Vijayan, Year 10
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Literary Festival
Year 7 students celebrated Australian children’s literature by experiencing workshops and presentations by some of the creators.
Matt Cosgrove, Matthew Lin, Tim Harris, Jules Faber, Will Kostakis, Ursula Dubosarsky, Kirsty Eagar, Kirli Saunders and L -Fresh
the Lion ran workshops or presentations. The poets, illustrators, cartoonists and authors explored literature to engage and i nspire,
reveal skills and techniques, and encourage reflection and enthusiasm for the spoken, written and illustrated word.
Already 100 students have responded to the survey. Responses have been positive, expressing delight, feeling encouraged to wr ite,
draw and experiment. Do not be surprised if a folded paper heart pops up somewhere with powerfully poetic words of appreciati on,
affirmation, love, beauty or happiness; keep the illustrations and cartoons to remember the beginning. Students were particul arly
appreciative of the positive interactions of the presenters as they assisted and encouraged them (they are used to such help from
their teachers).
Thank you to Ms Burroughs, English, who kindly ran a ‘horror-fying’ workshop which delighted not frightened the students.
This day would not have been possible without the financial support of the P&C who subsidised the cost of the festival. We th ank
them for their generosity.
A request to all Year 7 students who attended this day and have not yet completed the survey, please read your Departmental e mail
and take a moment to complete it. Your responses are vital for future festivals.
Ms Halder
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CAREERS UPDATE

2018 C.A.S. Hawker Scholarships are one of the most generous privately funded scholarships available to under graduate
students in Australia. Each residential scholarship is valued at up to $60,000 over three years.
Applications open Monday 4 December and close on Friday 5 January 2018. See www.hawkerscholarship.org or contact the
secretary to the Trustees on 08 8127 1654.
Macquarie Entry Navigator
Everyone comes to university on an ATAR. Right? No, not with Macquarie Entry. ATAR is just one of the indicators we use to
determine your suitability for study. It is true your ATAR rank can be a useful indicator of your chances for success in a sp ecific
course. However, it is equally true for other courses there are other indicators we can use to assess your suitability.
Use the navigator to see which entry pathway suits you best:
https://www.mq.edu.au/study/find-a-course/undergraduate/macquarie-entry/macquarie-entry-navigator
Macquarie University Big History Scheme
The Big History bonus points scheme rewards your commitment to learning, acknowledging your participation and completion of t he
Big History: Connecting Knowledge MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) available through the COURSERA® platform. You could
get up to three bonus points.

https://www.mq.edu.au/study/find-a-course/undergraduate/macquarie-entry/bonus-points/big-history-scheme
Notre Dame Course Options Day - Saturday 16 December 2017
@ Admissions and Prospective Students Office, Pioneer House, 140 Broadway, Chippendale.

The Admissions and Prospective Students Office will be open from 9.00am to 4.00pm on Saturday 16 December 2017 after students
receive their final Year 12 results and before Change of Preferences day, Sunday 17 December. Course Options Day is a great
chance to have a one-on-one chat with staff and submit an application ahead of Course Info Day on 4 January 2018.
http://www.nd.edu.au/events/sydney
Defence Info Sessions and Events
Parramatta:
Monday 20 November:
Army Reserve Commando Info Session
Wednesday 22 November: Women in Defence Information Session
Thursday 23 November:
Engineering Careers Information Session
Mrs Bower and Mrs Ferguson
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WEEKLY SPORTS REPORT

Hey everyone!! My name is Brandon Choy and I am part of the CTHS Sports Executive team for 2017/2018. I am a Representative
for Swimming and have a huge passion for sports and feel privileged to be a part of the team!
My name is Ella Fountaine and I am one of your new Sports Vice Captains for 2017/2018. I play representative touch football f or
Hills Hornets, I am a State Representative for School Athletics and a Regional Representative for School Cross Country.
We have a lot of upcoming sporting events, so make sure you check the notice boards regularly and stay updated. For more
information, don’t be afraid to ask one of the PE teachers!
Annual Sports Awards Presentation Ceremony
This is a reminder, for those who don’t know already, to check if your name is on the list on the noticeboard outside the PE staffroom
to see if you are getting an award. Categories are Age Champion, Best and Fairest Winner, Sydney North Representative and CHS
Representative.
Swimming Carnival
The Swimming Carnival is coming up soon, on Wednesday 22 November 2017 and will be at Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre
Homebush. We encourage everyone to come, participate and enjoy this day as this will go towards your reports. The Year 12’s
theme for this year’s Swimming Carnival is Under the Sea. We look forward to seeing everyone there!
Ku-ring-gai Zone Finals
We would also like to congratulate all grade sport teams who have made it through to the finals this year. Congratulations an d good
luck to the Boys’ Cricket A; Boys’ Handball A, 9 and 10; Girls’ Speedaway A, 9 and10; Mixed Basketball A and Netball A.
Gala Day
Year 7 had their annual Gala Day on Thursday 16 November 2017. They participated in variety of sporting events.
Important Events
Wednesday 22 November 2017

School Swimming Carnival

Thursday 23 November 2017

Sports Awards Presentation Ceremony Rehearsals

Thursday 7 December 2017

Sports Awards Presentation Ceremony

Brandon Choy and Ella Fountaine
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CALENDAR - Term 4 Week 7A
 World of Maths Day - C2.1
Monday
20 November

 Year 11/12 Geography Excursion

 HSC Assessment Task - Physics
 Year 10 Peer Support Day 1&2 Training
Tuesday
21 November

 HSC Assessment Task - Modern History
 P&C Executive Meeting - 6.30pm, Conference Room
 P&C General Meeting - 8pm, Staff Common Room

Wednesday
22 November

 CTHS Swimming Carnival
 Rite of Passage 38-Hour Challenge
 Year 9 Debating Competition

Thursday
23 November

 Year 11/12 UTS Law Day Excursion
 Sports Awards Presentation Ceremony Rehearsal - pds 1&2
 Year 10-11 VET Information Evening for 2018 in G1.11
 Market Day HSIE - MPC
 HSC Assessment Task - Mathematics

Friday
24 November

 Rite of Passage 38-Hour Challenge
 HSC Assessment Task - Chinese in Context
 Schools Spectacular

Saturday
25 November
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